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Community
Gardens of Tucson

2940 North Santa Rosa Place
Tucson, Ar izona 85712
520-795-8823
www.CommunityGardensofTucson.org

Chaverim Garden (Eastside)
5901 East 2nd Street
Site Coordinator–Signa Roswall
520-750-8439; alamo@dakotacom.net

Corbett Garden (Eastside)
5948 East 30th Street
Site Coordinator–Andy Stevens
520-990-1459; andy@solvomassage.com

Presidio Garden (Midtown)
Off Fort Lowell and Country Club
Site Coordinator – Gene Zonge
520-326-0458; Zonge@aol.com

Sabino Vista Garden (Sabino Canyon)
3185 North Rowe Lane
Site Coordinator– Susan Hussey
520-751-2074; tudieh@comcast.net
Site Coordinator–Teddy Carney
520-722-0334; teddycarney@msn.com

Wilson Garden (Midtown close to UA)
3331 North Wilson
Site Coordinator–Melissa Urreiztieta
520-320-9814; melissa.u@earthlink.net

Community Garden Locat ions

Here’s proof that finding the best carrot
doesn’t happen in the grocery store.

Garden Photo

Article Of Interest
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Planter’s Guide

It's always interesting to discover what other Community Gardens are
doing, and how they do it.  One of our gardeners suggests that we make a
trip to Marana to take a look at Community Food Bank's farm.  I've not been
there, but would like to go.  You may have seen an article about this farm a
while back in the Tucson Green News Magazine.  You can find more infor-
mation about the farm by visiting the Community Food Bank’s website at
communityfoodbank.com and clicking the “Community Food Security
Center” tab at the top of the page.

This may be a good time of year for a visit because we could see the end of
their cool-season plants and the start of their summer plantings.  I think
you'll agree that July would not be a good time to be outdoors.  I have
arranged with the Farm Manager of the Food Bank's Farm in Marana to have
a field trip on April 5.  We agreed to have a tour starting at 9am.  I would
like to have a number of interested people although I realize it's a far off
date.  I'm being sent a map of how to get there and will copy it to interested
people.  Please contact me as soon as possible using the information in the
left sidebar of this page.

Marana Farm Visit

Can you imagine having all of this space for a huge garden
plot?  It certainly would be nice, but the water bill would
probably be pretty hard to digest.

Community
Gardens of Tucson

by George Brookbank



As always, we extend our warm thanks and appreciation
to our friends at AlphaGraphics who not only make the
publication of this newsletter possible, but make it
beautiful as well.

If you’ve ever wondered what to do with the extra
produce that your plots provide, the Community
Food bank has the answer to your problem of
abundance.  They will take the produce that you
drop off and sell it at the CFB Farmers Market or
at the Santa Cruz Farmers Market.  They get a
small percentage of the sale, and you get to choose
whether you would like to get back any unsold
produce, or just donate it to the food bank.  Either
way, everyone wins.  If you’re interested, contact
Amanda Morse at 622-0525 x237 or at
amorse@communityfoodbank.com

Gardeners should be starting to clear their plots of
unproductive winter plants to make room for set-
ting out plants of tomatoes, followed later with pep-
pers and lastly eggplant. Seeds of sweet corn (try
Serendipity) can go in at the same time as tomatoes
but it will be too late to go with eggplant.

Broccoli plants are coming to their end and will
soon be opening up into yellow flowers.  Harvest
and eat. If cabbages have "hearted" harvest them
soon.  Red cabbages are telling us that they need
more time to become solid.  The message that we
should be receiving is that Tucson has short seasons
and we should plan accordingly for "the next time
around" in the fall. Read chapter 2 of the book, it's
about about short seasons.  If you want to be a good
gardener, it's crucial to understand the limitation of
our short seasons.

As a group (and most of us are in the guilty box
when it comes to planning) we are not good about
knowing what varieties are best for Tucson.  This
becomes apparent when we compare our broccoli
and cabbage plants with those of our neighbors.
Some gardeners have a broccoli variety that pro-
duced a small single head and no follow through
side shoots whilst others gave a sustained harvest of
strong side shoot growth. Some cabbages have solid
little heads, whereas the larger slower growing
kinds have a rosette of great open leaves.  The red
ones have no heads at all.  We need to plant the
right kinds, but how do we know which are the
right kinds if we don't label our plants and keep a
diary of how they behave?

Allow me to be boring again.  I urge you to keep a
diary, write down the varieties you put in the
ground, how they performed, whether quickly or
slowly and what they tasted like.  Summer plants
are much more variable than the cool season vegeta-
bles.  What's the best tomato?  What's the sweetest
sweet corn?  What's the best flavored melon?  And
so on.

To share our efforts it will be most helpful to put a
label in the plot to show other gardeners what kinds

you are growing. Labels can be made out of
popsicle sticks, tongue depressors, plastic
knives.  You should use a permanent pen,

otherwise the sun will fade what you wrote. If we
all did this we'd have a volume of useful informa-
tion in a short time.  

Summer plants are largely fruiting plants and their
fruits need to be protected from the desert sun.
Look at the pictures in seed catalogs and avoid
those varieties that show their fruit sticking in the
air above the foliage.  We want kinds that hide their
fruit under the leaves. This applies even to squash
and melons.

As a generalization, tomatoes are tricky.  They blis-
ter and burn and crack.  However, Cherries and
Pears grow exceptionally well and without damage
all through the summer months. Japanese eggplant
perform better than the big round things from
California.

Most gardeners are asking "When do you plant--this
and that?" They are looking for a date but each year
is different from the last.  The best answer to this
question "When the soil is warm enough", but how
do you know?  You need a soil thermometer ( about
ten dollars at nurseries or hardware stores) and you
need to read the table on page 172 of my book
"Desert Gardening---Fruits and Vegetables".

Enough said!  Have a good summer!

by George Brookbank
George Says . . .
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From The Garden

Above:  A friendly bee visits broccoli flowers
to collect pollen from the Wilson Garden.

Sell That Extra Produce!

One of the ongoing issues at the gardens is the, for lack of
a better term, “communal” nature of the compost piles.
Talk to some of the old timers on the steering committee
and you’ll quickly find out about previous efforts of this
nature - usually the stories involve various gardens not in
operation anymore where one person did most of the work,
but more than a few reaped the benefits of this person’s
efforts.

Change for the better now appears to be in the air at sever-
al gardens. With the addition of some recent overhaul
efforts involving the shredder, graciously donated by
Presidio Gardeners Stan and Sally Coulthard, the compost
piles are becoming full of finely ground material that will
provide for future soil amendment material.  You can see
some of this lovely stuff in the picture from the Sabino
Vista garden at right.  

With this promise of great compost, comes the responisibil-
ity to care for the piles as they mature.  At each garden
there is usually a person or several persons responsible for
caring for the compost, but they can’t do it alone.  New
additions to the pile need to be ripped or chopped into
small pieces and the piles need watering to maintain the
microscopic critters that do the work in the pile.  Gene
Zonge, the Presidio garden coordinator, recently took this
watering task by the horns and installed a small water
emitter in each compost bin.  The bins will now get
watered automatically with just enough water to keep the
magic of compost churning along.

The next time you’re at the garden, check the bins to make
sure that everything is ticking along like it should be.  The
plots in the garden aren’t always the only place where
wonderful things are growing.

Composting at the Gardens   

Above:  The work of 10 Briggs & Stratton
horses attached to a spinning hammer
mill turns a big pile of stringy mess into
a small pile of fluffy compost.  George
recently held one of his many Compost
101 classes at the Sabino Vista garden. 

by Andy Stevens



If you haven’t seen photos from the garden by now, you will be
able to do so some time soon.  I’ve begun sharing the photos
that I’m able to take at the garden.  No need to worry about
your mug showing up anywhere on the web though, because I
share them with folks at the garden and if I don’t send you the
link to the photos, you won’t see them.  It’s a nice way to share
some of the gems that I catch at the garden every now and
then.

It’s that sweet time of year again - full of anticipation and lots
of eraser marks on the graph paper.  I don’t know about you,
but the seed catalog pages are getting a little bit worn around
the edges and the erasers are short at my house.  Like George
always says though, “there are no failures present on the pages
of seed catalogs”, so take his words seriously and make sure
that you look at how long the plants take to produce.
Remember, you’ll have to be ready to make space for a second
planting and later, your fall planting. 

Mar 1-15 Mar 15-31 Apr 1-15 Apr 15-30 May 1-15 May 15-31 Jun 1-15 Jun 15-30

When the ground is dry and hard,
and you have lost your swiss chard,
keep a-hoein’.

When your spinach and kale wilt,
and a breeze blows up your kilt,
keep a-hoein’.

When birds have eaten your seed,
and you knelt where the dog just peed,
keep a-hoein’.

When the borers get your corn,
and your tomatoes look forlorn,
keep a-hoein’.

When your dirt don’t look too pure,
and your beets taste like manure,
keep a-hoein’.

And George, ‘Though you’ve paid your dues
and your age will not excuse,
even when your bones refuse,
no one else can fill your shoes,
so please George, keep a-hoein’.

Smiles and Seed Sellers

Octo-Something

Some of you may have heard about the Edible
Schoolyard Program in Berkley, CA that was started
by Alice Waters.  If you have not heard of it, you
can find more information at edibleschoolyard.org.
This idea has been rumbling around the steering
committee meetings for a while, but recently the
steering committee was approached by a represen-
tative from Sunrise Elementary about the possibili-
ty of Community Gardens of Tucson pitching in to
help with a similar project at their school.  They’d
like to have a garden classroom of sorts as a begin-
ning and that’s where we come into the picture.  It
appears that interest is growing among parents and
neighbors of the school and having a garden at this
school could become a reality.  It’s a big undertak-
ing and is still in the early planning phases, but it
would be a wonderful thing to get started here.
When this thing gets going, we may be calling on
some of our present and past members near the
school to lend a helping hand.  Be ready!
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A Planter’s Guide
Amaranth

Armenian Cucumber
Artichoke

Arugula
Asian Cabbage

Asian Leafy Greens
Asparagus

Beets
Blackeyed Peas

Broccoli
Broccoli Raab
Beans (Bush)
Beans (Fava)
Beans (Pole)

Brussels Sprouts
Cabbage

Cabbage (Chinese)
Cauliflower

Carrots
Cantelope

Chard
Collards

Corn
Cucumber

Dandelion Greens
Eggplant

Endive
Garlic

Irish Potato
Kale

Kolorabi
Leek

Lettuce (Leaf)
Miner's Lettuce

Lettuce (Romaine)
Lima Beans

Mache (Corn Salad)
Melons

Musk Melon
Mustard

Okra
Onion (Green)

Onion (Sets)
Parsnip

Peas
Pepper

Potato (Irish)
Pumpkin

Purslane Greens
Radish

Rhubarb
Rutabega

Spinach
Spinach (New Zealand)

Spinach (Malabar)
Squash (Summer)

Squash (Winter)
Sweet Potato
Swiss Chard

Tomato
Turnip

Watermelon

Legend For 
Planting Guide
Unwise To Plant
Sow Seeds
Plant Seedlings
Plant Seeds 
and/or Plants

Edible Schoolyard in Tucson?

Director’s Cut

by Jim Kelly by Andy Stevens

by Andy Stevens



Garden Reports
One Year, But Who’s Counting?

At one time or another you may have actually
helped someone else in the garden. Whether it’s just
a simple tip or a more complex pest diagnosis prob-
lem, you’ve helped someone and that’s a bit of proof
that the education portion of our program is work-
ing.  Once you’ve read George’s book and can
employ his tips and tricks with a modicum of effi-
ciency, you may find yourself wondering where to
go next for more detailed information.  

A year or two ago, I took the Master Gardener
course offered by the Pinal County Extension
Service and found it to be fun and beneficial.  It’s a
course covering various plant and garden related
subjects that lasts about ten weeks or so and costs
somewhere between $100 - $200.  Included for this

amount is a thick master gardener manual -
which is prettty nice.

Even if you don’t use the course for any-

thing in the extension’s master gardener program,
the knowledge gained can help you and your fellow
gardeners become more self-sufficient.  If you’d like
to see the manual, you can find it on the web
(http://ag.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/mg).  It’s defi-
nitely worth a look.
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The winter garden is looking good - not nearly as jungle-like and lush as the autumn garden, but produc-
tive in an understated way.  The onions are growing (Thank you Steering Committee!).  You can see a real
difference in the onions that were planted promptly and those that were delayed getting in to the ground.
Some of the arugula and rappini are bolting.   The lettuce might not be far behind.  The peas and fava
beans have been a disappointment so far.  The radishes, carrots and broccoli planted early have just about
all been consumed.   The cabbages (both the head cabbage and the bak choi) are looking great.  

Gardening at Presidio recently got a little bit
easier - All of the Presidio Gardeners send
our thanks to Angela for her generous dona-
tion of tools.

The winter garden hasn't provided a large
volume of material to be shredded.  We have
been able to keep up with it by just chopping
it with a machete.  Before we get the piles
produced by the summer garden here are
some suggestions for discussion about the
shredding.

1.  The neighbors and the shredder operator do not like the clouds of dust that come out of the shredder
when it processes dirt clods.  Shake off the plant roots thoroughly before putting them in the pile.
2.  Plastics, metals, rubber and other trash, as well as rocks, will not compost in our lifetimes.  Please keep
them out of the piles.
3.  Really large things (like squash) will not go through the shredder and it is no fun for the shredder
operator to try to break them up while he is trying to shred.  These should not be put in the "to be shred-
ded" pile and should either be thrown out or broken up and put directly in the composters.
4.  Smelly and disgusting things (like table scraps and eggs) probably shouldn't be composted at the com-
munity gardens but if you want to do this, you should put them directly in the composters not the "to be
shredded" piles.
5.  The shredder clogs when it gets slimy partially decomposed material.  It is best to either shred freshly
pulled green material or dry material.  If the green material is left in a heap and for some reason gets
compacted, it turns into a slimy mess that can't be shredded until it dries up.
6.  Things with hard skins (all citrus and probably most squash, for example) will only compost if the
skins are damaged.  Cut these items in half before putting them directly in the composters, not the "to be
shredded" piles.
7.  Some items must be shredded when they are green and some must be shredded after they dry.
Knowing which is which comes with experience.  The picture shows how a canna turns in to a rope after
it has dried and could pull a distracted shredder operator's hand into the shredder.

Presidio  Garden
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Mastering Your Garden Plot

In what seems like a blink, a
year passed and the Sabino
Vista garden is now quite pro-
ductive and is running with
almost all of its 32 plots filled.
The photos at right show what
was present before the garden
came into being.  You can see
some of the hard work that
went into taking apart the
vineyard and transforming it
into the garden that we know
and love.  Many thanks to
George, Teddy, Darlene, and
Gabby, for their countless
hours and dollars invested to
make this garden grow.  This
happened in no small part due
to all of the enthusiastic gar-
deners that have really made
this patch of ground more
than the sum of its parts.

by  Andy Stevens

by  Andy Stevens

by Gene Zonge



Community Garden

From top left:   Patti, a soon-to-be retiree, tends
her wonderful plot of greens at Chaverim and
simultaneously tries to keep Bruce busy.  Jenna
and Gabriel work over the carrot patch at Sabino
Vista.  Annette and Anna get some valuable tips
on all things green from George at Presidio.  Bill
Arnett, a welcome sight at the garden, discusses

things recently at a Corbett meeting.
Between Bill and Paul, the garden meet-
ings are never dull. 6 5

Calendar
Community Garden

March 2008 April 2008

1

13 CGT Steering Committee Meeting at
Darlene Schacht’s, 2940 N. Santa Rosa,
9:00am. All CGT members invited.

5

12

26 Wilson Garden Meeting
9:00am

Corbett Garden Meeting
9:00am

9

CGT Steering Committee Meeting at
Darlene Schacht’s, 9:00am. All CGT
members invited.10Presidio Garden Meeting

9:00am

Corbett Garden Meeting &
Marana Farm Visit 9:00am

Presidio Garden Meeting
9:00am

16 Chaverim Garden Meeting
9:00am

22
Chaverim Garden Meeting
9:00am

Wilson Garden Meeting
9:00am

18 Deadline for Newsletter
Submissions

8
Sabino Vista Garden Meeting
Time TBA

20

13 Sabino Vista Garden Meeting
Time TBA

Activities


