
The mission of the Community Gardens of Tucson (CGT) is 'To create and support 
accessible community gardens with Tucsonans of diverse experience levels, abilities 
and cultures in order to educate, foster wellness, and enhance the environment for 
people, plants, and pollinators.' CGT gardeners establish and maintain community 
gardens and provide ongoing education for growing food successfully and sustainably in 
garden communities located in neighborhoods across Tucson. CGT is a devoted to 
promoting health, knowledge, joyfulness and a sense of community by providing Tucson 
residents with the place and the tools to produce their own food. 

CGT was founded in 1990 by George Brookbank and Darlene Schacht and operates 20 
gardens (soon to be 21 as per below) all over the Tucson valley, with over 300 active 
members and room for more! CGT welcomes all-comers from experts to novices to 
come and to grow with their gardens.

In 2017 CGT closed two of our oldest gardens. The Benedictine Monastery Garden had 
a strong community that had been growing together for over 13 years. We were sad to 
close the garden when the Sisters sold the property but we are grateful that we had the 
space for as long as we did, benefiting the community and our city. The gardening 
community has since relocated to our other gardens, joining with and adding to other 
garden communities around town. Also in 2017, the property owner of our Sabino Vista 
Garden was no longer able to accommodate the garden site at her home. So, we also 
had to close this beloved garden with its beautiful mountain views. As one door closes, 
another opens. We started working on a new garden, Ace Acre, which will be our first 
garden on the far southeast side of town, at Houghton and Valencia. 
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Our partnership with the International Rescue Committee (IRC) continued to grow in 
2017 as we welcomed more than 27 refugee families into our gardens. We are so 
grateful for the IRC additions to our garden community as we share and learn together 
from our different gardening styles.

We provide 40 free garden plots to the 
Tucson community. Most of these plots 
are located at schools for the students 
and their teachers. Also, we provided 85 
scholarships with discounted plot fees in 
2017. We also assist our schools with 
education, including providing them with 
seeds from a Native Seeds Search 
grant. In 2017 we planted native crops in 
over half of our school gardens, allowing 
the children a unique opportunity to 
harvest and take home beautiful Navajo 
pumpkins, sunflowers, devil's claws, and 
amaranth.

 We provide bi-monthly classes at two of our locations to home school families. We have 
created year-round gardening lessons that can be taught to children and adults. We 
continue to expand our outreach capacity to different community events, including the 
Tucson Festival of Books, the Tucson Organic Gardeners bi-annual fairs, and many 
school, University, and IRC events. 



Please visit the CGT Website for detailed current information or to donate at: 
http://www.communitygardensoftucson.org/

Our Plans for 2018 include the following:

· To increase garden occupancy from current 65% to 85%. Achieving this 
goal would increase garden plot revenues by about $20,000/year which would 
represent a significant increase in the community-building capacity of CGT.

· To complete preparations for the Ace Acre Garden to open by June 2018.
· To improve CGT services for all gardens. The Board has improved an 

increase in hourly compensation for Garden Coordinator, Jessica Paul, and the 
addition of an assistant, Mikayla Williams, subject to an annual budgetary limit 
of $20,000. 

· To partner with the Arizona School for the Deaf and Blind for a new 
garden at that site.

· To improve garden efficiency. This will include efforts to lower water usage by 
improved gardening techniques.

The CGT Annual Report for 2018 will include a Report Card on this ambitious Agenda.
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